
 
 

Before the 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, D.C. 
 

 
In the Matter of      ) 

) 
Revision of Procedures Governing Amendments  )  MB Document No. 05-210 
To FM Table of Allotments and Changes   )  RM-10960 
Of Community of License in the Radio Broadcast  ) 
Services       ) 

 

 

COMMENTS OF 

NEW STAR BROADCASTING 

 

We own a small FM station in a very small town in New Mexico. The town has a 

population of less that 350 and is decreasing every year. The town has about 12 businesses, 

most of which don’t have a budget for advertising. The few that do will buy about $50 a 

month. Our monthly cost to operate the station is a lean $1,000. The total revenue the station 

generates is $200 to $300 a month. We are also stuck paying the same regulatory fees as a 

station that serves 25,000 people simply because there isn’t a smaller bracket. 

 

The bottom line here is… The town and surrounding area can’t support a radio 

station. Upgrading the station on a mountain is difficult because the town is surrounded in 

National forest and the only site has a power limit of 1,000 watts. Even though we could 

cover a large area of the county with a mountain top site, we still would be covering fewer 

than 1,000 people, three or four additional businesses and no other town larger than the 

community we are licensed to. This would be an improvement but, a pointless expense. Our 

only real options are change community of license or go dark. 

 

CHANGE IN COMMUNITY OF LICENSE 

We urge the FCC to allow a community’s sole local transmission service to be able to 

be removed from communities if a station can prove; the community can’t support a station 

including all areas in its service contour.  

 



There are towns of 5,000 people which don’t have a station at all and a town of 350 

does?  We believe it would be in the public interest to move a station under these rare 

circumstances.  Stations this small don’t want to move in to urbanized areas, just move where 

they can be supported economically. 

 

As for the town losing its sole service, we propose either of the following: 

• Allowing a “backfill” of a new allocation.  

• Require a translator to bring in a distant station signal to be maintained by the station 

who removed service. (If white or grey area was created) 

 

We also support the proposal to change community of license to a minor change. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Karey Barbee 
New Star Broadcasting 
P.O. Box 41497 
Mesa, AZ  85274 

Sunday, October 02, 2005 


